
2027 GROW Grant Application (preview) 
 
Note: We understand you may be filling out this application for a project that is a work in progress, 
or one which you have not yet begun developing. Please answer the questions included in this 
application to the best of your ability with the current information you have about your proposed 
project. When an answer is unknown, please write "unknown." 
 
*indicates required questions 

Section 1: Applicant Information 
●​ Primary Contact Name* 
●​ E-Mail Address* 
●​ Phone Number* 
●​ Working Project Title (we understand this might change)* 
●​ Name(s) of Project Creator(s) (playwright, devisers, etc)* 
●​ Project Discipline (select all that apply)* 

○​ Theatre 
○​ Dance 
○​ Music 
○​ Film 
○​ Performance Art 
○​ Other 

●​ Do you have a venue/location in mind where you hope to present your project? 
●​ Has this venue been booked/secured? 

○​ Yes 
○​ No 
○​ We’ve begun the conversation but nothing has been finalized 

 

Section 1.5: Festival Venue Placement (optional) 
The 2027 Festival Partner Venues are 21ten and The Back Door Theatres, and The Boiler Room 
Studio at PSU. Please visit fertilegroundpdx.org/partner-venues for full details about each of these 
spaces. GROW recipients receive priority placement in the Fertile Ground Partner Venue of their 
choice - assuming that the chosen venue aligns with the proposed project's needs. The Producer 
will pay the same price for their performance slots as any producer during the Venue during the 
Festival - they will just be given precedence as part of their GROW Award. Applicants who would 
like to be placed in a Festival Partner Venue should complete the Festival Venue Placement 
portion of this application below. 
 

●​ Ideal total number of performances 

 



 
●​ The 2027 Fertile Ground Festival Dates are Friday, April 9th through Sunday, April 25th. Are 

there any dates/times during the Festival that it is important for you to perform? 
●​ Are there any dates/times during the Festival that your project cannot perform? 

 

Section 2: Application Questions 
●​ Please provide a brief description of your project:* (200 words max) 
●​ In what ways is your project centering voices, perspectives, stories, or experiences that are 

locally underrepresented?* (200 words max) 
●​ What is your approach to ensuring authentic representation of the stories and/or identities 

that your project portrays - particularly stories/identities that fall outside the 
creators'/authors' personal lived experience?* (200 words max) 

●​ Has this piece been presented before anywhere, in any form? If yes, how does this current 
project represent a new phase of the piece’s development?* (200 words max) 

●​ How will presenting this project in the 2026 Fertile Ground Festival support this project’s 
growth? What next steps do you envision for this project following its presentation in Fertile 
Ground 2026?* (200 words max) 

●​ How will presenting this project in Fertile Ground support the artistic/professional growth 
of the primary creative project leads? How does this project represent a new artistic 
challenge, or a new area of exploration for you as an artist?* (200 words max) 

●​ Which of the following best describes the project’s producer status:* 
○​ A: I am an independent artist producing my own work, or collaborating with another 

independent artist on this project. 
○​ B: The project is being produced by a small collective or company that does NOT 

have nonprofit status or a fiscal sponsor. 
○​ C: This is a mostly independent production, but is in some way connected to or 

supported by an established local nonprofit entity (for example, this project is part of 
a residency, co-production, or organizational collaboration). 

○​ D: This project is being produced and presented by a nonprofit organization that 
regularly produces programming outside of the Fertile Ground Festival. 

●​ If you selected C or D above, please describe the role of any organizations supporting this 
project either before, during, or after the Festival. Please explain what sort of support the 
organization is providing. (200 words max) 

●​ Please describe how the GROW Grant funds will be used, and how a GROW Grant will 
benefit your project. Be as specific as possible.* (200 words max) 

●​ If selected as a GROW recipient, Fertile Ground will provide the opportunity to sit down for 
a feedback session about your work with a local artist. With this in mind, are there any 
specific artists in our community whose feedback would particularly interest you, or any 
particular areas of expertise that would be important for an artist to have in order to provide 
feedback on the areas of your work that you’re exploring?* 

 



 

Section 3: Attachments 
●​ Upload a Project Budget. [Please use the budget template found at 

fertilegroundpdx.org/grow to help ensure consistency of information across all 
applications.]* 

●​ Upload the bio(s) and/or resume(s) of key project collaborators.* 
●​ OPTIONAL (but recommended): Upload a Project Sample. It can be difficult for our 

panelists to get a clear idea of a project based on a description alone. Please share any 
additional materials that might help a panelist more fully understand your project in terms 
of voice/vision. This could take the form of sample pages from the script, a project outline, a 
small collection of images or a video of similar work you’ve done in the past, etc. Accepted 
file types: pdf, doc, docx, xls, xlsx, html, zip, mp3, wma, mpg, avi, jpg, jpeg, png 

●​ If you attached a Project Sample above, please include a brief description of what you’ve 
included, and how it relates to your proposed project. If you would like to direct us to an 
existing audio or video link, this is also a space where you can include that information. If 
any of the content you are sharing is longer than 5 minutes, please indicate the 
timestamp(s) of the portion(s) of the recording you would like our panelists to experience.  

http://fertilegroundpdx.org/grow
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